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On our recent vacation, Julie and I visited a Lutheran congregation in St. Petersburg, Florida.  It 
was a very friendly, very welcoming congregation.  It was a joy to worship with them.  Howev-
er, one thing stood out to us immediately é we (at age 62) were easily the youngest people in 
the worship service! 

I tell you this to make an important point.  Much has been written in the media about the fact 
that the vast majority of Christian churches in America (including St. Michael) are struggling to 
hang onto and attract younger folks.  The St. Petersburg church we visited certainly is an exam-
ple of what awaits many Christian congregations if things don't change. 

Ask the owner or manager of any small business these days and they will tell you that a business 
cannot rest on its laurels if it intends to survive, grow, and thrive in our ever-changing world.  A 
successful business constantly explores the needs of its customer base, and then evolves to meet 
the needs of those customers.  Churches must emulate these small business practices if they are 
to survive and thrive in the future. 

Our St. Michael congregation has done well in the recent past.  In many respects, we are a fairly  
healthy congregation compared to many other congregations in our area and around the country.  
But being healthy does not guarantee future prosperity.  We must be committed to constantly 
evaluating the effectiveness of our current ministries.  We must be willing to modify, or even 
shut down, those ministries that are outdated or unneeded. We must be willing to think outside 
the box about how to reach out to our surrounding communities and to all age groups.  We must 
continually look for new ways to communicate the Good News and make new disciples of Jesus 
Christ in a constantly changing world. 

To do this, we need committed leaders willing to role up their sleeves and do some hard work.  
We have seven open Church council leadership positions going into our February annual meet-
ing (see descriptions of these leadership positions following this letter.)  I am asking each of you 
to please prayerfully consider joining our church council. Come and help us chart a new future 
for our congregation.  Together, with good leadership, we can be a congregation that bucks the 
trend. 

                                        

 

        Peace and blessings, 

                                    Pastor Gibbs 



Your Church Council Is Looking For Some New Members! 

 

With the approach of the New Year, 2023, it is time to think about adding some new members to our St. Mi-
chael church council.  The purpose of the church council is to carry out the wishes of the congregation with 
respect to ministering to our members and to our local communities.  The council consists of four officers and 
eight ministry board chairs.  Pastor Gibbs and Shawn Jennings also sit on the council.  

 

This year seven (7) of the twelve council positions need to be filled, due to retirements and term limits of exist-
ing members.  We sincerely urge each member of St. Michael to consider volunteering to serve in one of 
these seven positions.  It is a privilege to serve in leadership of Godôs church.  We are confident that you will 
also find it to be a spiritual growth experience as well.  Nothing sharpens your faith like engaging in tangible 
ministry for God and Jesus, and serving on church council is one place this can happen.  If you are looking for 
a way to make a difference in your church and community, serving on church council is a great way to do it. 

 

Here are the council position that need to be filled in 2023: 

 

Vice President ï Assists the council president with making sure the church operates according to the wishes 
of the congregation, helps run council meetings, and occasionally takes on temporary assignments to accom-
plish specific tasks. 
 

Christian Education Ministry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, which is primar-
ily seeing that education ministries of our congregation are planned, staffed, and offered (Sunday School, 
Adult Bible classes, Confirmation ministry, Vacation Bible School). 
 

Stewardship Ministry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, which is primarily to as-
sist the pastor in encouraging congregation members to use their God-given gifts of time, talents, and financial 
resources to serve the Kingdom of God.   
 

Evangelism & Congregational Life Minsitry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, 
which is two-fold: 1) offering fellowship opportunities to our members and 2) taking the Gospel of Christ out-
side the walls of our church to our local communities. 
 

Worship & Music Ministry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, which is primarily 
to assist the pastor with carrying out the various tasks necessary to conduct the churchôs worship services, and 
help plan any special services and themes throughout the church year. 
 

Youth Ministry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, which is primarily to assist the 
youth minister in planning and offering youth ministry activities throughout the year. 
 

Social Ministry Board Chair ï Organize and manage the work of this board, which is primarily to plan and 
offer members opportunities to serve through outreach to our local communities. 
 

 

If you are interested in learning more about one of these open positions, please contact Pastor Gibbs or one of 
the current council members. 



 

          SUNDAY MORNING SCHEDULE   

 8:30am Traditional Worship 

 9:30am Coffee Hour 

 9:40am Sunday School, All Ages 

 10:45am  Contemporary Worship  

 

  

 

THANK YOU - Kathy and I want to express 
our heartfelt thanks to the entire St. Michael 
congregation  for your wonderful 
cards, meaningful prayers and follow-ups on 
my recent surgery. We felt  them all as well 
as Godôs presence the entire time. A special 
thanks to Pastor Gibbs for his caring and 
attention to our family. We are so humbled 
and blessed to be a part of St. Michael.  God 
Bless All of you.                                                                          
                          Ron & Kathy Pfenning 

          
         Mrs. Ruth Krumm 
         Kingston of Sylvania 
         4121 King Rd., Rm. 26 
         Sylvania, OH  43560 
         419.517.0166 

THANK YOU! 

Thank you everyone for 
your continued love and 
support, and especially for 
all your thoughtful gifts, 
cards and wishes during the 
Christmas season!  They 
are all appreciated much 
more than you could know. 
May God bless you all with 
peace, love and joy in 
2023!   
          Pastor Gibbs 
   Shawn Jennings 
                    Judy East 

  



  

 

 

 

           DǊƻǿƛƴƎ Lƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ LƴƛǝŀǝǾŜΣ tŀǊǘ LL 

           [Ŝǎǎƻƴǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ [ƛǾƛƴƎ 

 

 

5ǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀƭƭΣ ǿŜ ŘƛǎŎƻǾŜǊŜŘ ƴǳƳŜǊƻǳǎ ǿŀȅǎ DƻŘ Ƙŀǎ ŀǎǎǳǊŜŘ ǳǎ ƻŦ Iƛǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ŎŀǊŜΦ  ¢Ƙƛǎ 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ ǝƳŜ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ǇǊƻǇŜǊ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜǎ 
ŦǊƻƳ DƻŘΦ 

tŀǎǘƻǊ Dƛōōǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇƻƴŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΦ 

¢ƘŜ ǘƻǇƛŎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ǎŜǊƛŜǎ ǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀǊŜΥ 

  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мр ϧ нн                      /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ с ς tǳǩƴƎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ CƛǊǎǘ 

  WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нф ϧ CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ р       /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ т ς !ŎŎŜǎǎƛƴƎ DƻŘϥǎ {ǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ 

  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ мн ϧ мф                    /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ у ς wŜƭȅƛƴƎ ƻƴ DƻŘϥǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

  CŜōǊǳŀǊȅ нс ϧ aŀǊŎƘ р          /ƘŀǇǘŜǊ ф ς wŜǎǇƻƴŘƛƴƎ ²ƛǘƘ [ƻǾŜ 

 

5ƛǎŎǳǎǎƛƻƴ DǊƻǳǇǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ƻŦ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мрΣ ŀǎ ŦƻƭƭƻǿǎΥ 

                ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ о ǇƳ  όCƛǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мтύ 

²ŜŘƴŜǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ с ǇƳ  όCƛǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ муύ 

¢ƘǳǊǎŘŀȅǎ ŀǘ фΥол ŀƳ  όCƛǊǎǘ Ŏƭŀǎǎ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мфύ 

 

tƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŀƭƪ ǿƛǘƘ tŀǎǘƻǊ Dƛōōǎ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ŀŘŘƛǝƻƴŀƭ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΦ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pastorôs Bible Study meets Tuesdays 
at 3pm in the Gathering Room. Please 
join us! 

RESUMES:   January 17, 2023 

 

ST. MICHAEL FOOD PANTRY 

2nd Saturday of the Month 

Time:  9:30 - 11am 

 

UPCOMING DATES: 

Jan. 14, 2023 

Feb. 11, 2023 

Mar. 11, 2023 

 
For all Monroe County residents  
experiencing food insecurity. 

 

    JANUARY ALTAR FLOWERS 

Jan. 08    Pastor Mark Gibbs 

Jan. 15    Jeremy & Abbie Miller    

Jan. 22    Glory of God 

Jan. 29    Bill & Cheri Mannor 

 

THE MIGHTY MEN OF ST MICHAEL will meet 
on Saturday, Jan. 7, 2023 at 8:30am in the Gather-
ing Room. All St. Michael men are invited and en-
couraged to join us for breakfast and lively conversa-
tion. Questions?  Call the church office. 

 

 

 
 

FINANCIAL REPORT 

 

 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

 
 

Average Attendance:   152      
 
 

Sunday Offering:   
 

      *YTD income as of 11/30/22 :          $303,623  
      *YTD expenses as of 11/30/22:       $290,056 
 
           *Actual figures after bank reconciliation 

 



MEETINGS IN JANUARY 

Eve Circle - January 10, 2023, 7:00pm  

 

 

The Bazaar was very successful with a net profit of $5,965.37.  The following are the 

approved allocations of the Bazaarôs 2022 profits. 

 

$    200.00:  St. Michael Lutheran Church (compensation for use of facility) 

$ 2,765.37:  St. Michael Food Pantry 

$    500.00:  Whiteford Twp. (StoneCo. ParkðPlayground Equipment) 

$    500.00:  St. Paulôs Community Ctr., Toledo 

$    500.00:          Domestic Violence Ctr., Monroe 

$    500.00:  Susieôs Coats for Kids 

$    500.00:  Build A Bed 

$    500.00:  Gabrielôs Closet 

TOTAL DISBURSEMENTS:  $5,965.37 

KfZM2 · + » v 
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ATTENTION ALL WOMEN OF ST. MICHAEL 

The women of Eve Circle would like to invite you to join us as we continue to 

meet each month.  We meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 7:00pm in 

the Gathering Room. We would love to welcome you to our group! 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                        

JANUARY YOUTH GROUP CALENDAR  

  1/8 - Youth Group 7:00 - 8:30 
  1/20 - Pizza and movie hangout 6:30 
  1/22 - Youth Group 7:00 - 8:30 
  1/29 - Youth Group 7:00 - 8:30  

 

MEETINGS IN JANUARY 

 

9:30am - Wednesday, Jan. 25, 2023 

Social Ministry Card-Makers 



 

 

ATTENDANCE /OFFERING 

5ŜŎΦ лп - нтκϷл 
5ŜŎΦ мм - опκϷн 
5ŜŎΦ му - bƻ {ǳƴŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ 

*Please follow us on Facebook at 

  www.facebook.com/stmichaelkids 

Sunday School resumes on January 8! Please 

join us  each Sunday at 9:40am. We have clas-

ses for 3 years old through adult! EVERYONE 

IS WELCOME! 

 

 

 

 

A huge THANK YOU to all the St. Michael youth who par-

ticipated in the Christmas Program, ñThe Christmas Story.ò 

Also, special thanks to the parents and helpers for making 

this program possible! We couldnôt have done this without 

you! 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU to everyone who donated goodies for our 

Christmas Gift Bags for the children, and also for the deli-

cious cookies for the Coffee Hour following the program. 

The annual youth weekend retreat at 

Spring Hill will be February 3-5. For 

more information, see Shawn Jennings. 

Itôs time foré.. 

SUPER BOWL SUBS! 

With the Super Bowl right around the corner, the youth will 

once again be selling sub sandwiches. Orders will be taken 

between services on Jan. 15, 22, 29 & Feb. 5. Pick up will 

be on Super Bowl Sunday, Feb. 13. Donôt miss out! Be sure 

to pre-order your subs! 

        ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  

Life Guide Bible Study - Meeting God 

Lessons 3, 4. 5 & 6 

 

 

 

 

GROW KIDS - PRE-K - 5TH GRADE 

A 5-week series from the New Testament 
about Jesusô early life & ministry 

A Day at the Museum 

Museums have the unique ability to trans-
form learning! Instead of merely reading 
words on a page, we can experience them 
through all of our senses! This series is all 
about helping kids interact with the sto-
ries of Jesus and connecting them to God. 
Jesusô life and early ministry help all of 
us experience (see, hear...even taste!) and 
follow God in new, tangible and real 
ways. 



 
      Kelsie Kennedy 
      (Kelsie is currently 
        deployed for the 
        next 6 mos., no 
        address available.) 

 
         Andrew & Jennifer Rohrer             
         PSC 81 Box 129 
         APO AE  09724 

 
 

 
Nathan & Jennie Calcamuggio 
PSC 851 Box 1042 
FPO,  AE  09834 

 

 

 
 
Pat Ahrendt 
4560 W. Alexis Rd., #302 
Toledo, OH  43623 

 

 

USHERS  8:30AM  

Jan. 08  Brad Beckôs Team   

Jan. 15  Kissoff Team 

Jan. 22  Beth Pauliôs Team 

Jan. 29  Kissoff Team 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

Jan. 08  Bill Mannor/Linda Stark 

Jan. 22  Peter Kramp 

 

READERS 

Jan. 08  Bill Mannor 

Jan. 15  Taia Sutherland 

Jan. 22  Peter Kramp 

Jan. 29  Mike Kurtz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 JANUARY SCHEDULE OF VOLUNTEERS 

USHERS            10:45AM   

Jan. 08  Bart Sarkisianôs Team 

Jan. 15  Cal Olmsteadôs Team 

Jan. 22  Koevenig Team 

Jan. 29  Tina Calhounôs Team 

 

COMMUNION ASSISTANTS 

Jan. 08  S. Jennings/K. Silvestri 

Jan. 22   Brian Koevenig  
  

 

Check out the active military member plaques on the wall by 
the Information Center in the Gathering Room. We recently 
refurbished this wall. And, please remember these young serv-
ants in your prayers. 



                                                  LONG TERM PRAYER LIST 
 

Our active military personnel:  Dan Clifford,  Kelsie Kennedy,  
Nathan Calcamuggio, Andrew Rohrer, Jacob Fojtik 

   
Faith Lutheran Church (our mission church in Idaho) 

Mexico Mission, Monterrey, Mexico (Pastors Victor, Juan and Enrique) 

                    SHORT TERM PRAYER REQUESTS * 

                                                 
  William Chappell (return of cancer) 
  Bridget Allen ���E�H�J�L�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�U�H�D�W�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���E�U�D�L�Q���L�Q�I�O�D�P�P�D�W�L�R�Q�����-�X�G�\���(�D�V�W�¶�V���J�U�D�Q�G�G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U�� 
  Brian (brain infection; friend of Taia Sutherland) 
                           Larry (kidney problems; friend of Rich & Julie Menzel) 
  Conner Hoogendoorn (esophogeal cancer) 
  Tony Rotondo ���V�X�U�J�H�U�\���I�R�U���E�U�D�L�Q���W�X�P�R�U�����0�D�U�L���%�H�F�N�¶�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�� 
  Jamie (triple bypass surgery; friend of Beth Pauli) 
  Mario ���L�Q�W�H�V�W�L�Q�D�O���E�O�R�F�N�D�J�H�����V�Z�R�O�O�H�Q���S�D�Q�F�U�H�D�V�����S�Q�H�X�P�R�Q�L�D�����0�D�U�L���%�H�F�N�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�� 
  Martha Heck (lung cancer; friend of Sharon Rueter) 
  Paul Wood (upcoming knee surgery) 
  John & Daughter ���G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���K�D�V���P�H�Q�W�D�O���K�H�D�O�W�K���L�V�V�X�H�V�����7�H�G���/�D�Q�J���L�V���-�R�K�Q�¶�V���.�D�L�U�R�V�´�L�Q�V�L�G�H���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�´���� 
  Scott Wagner ���X�S�F�R�P�L�Q�J���W�H�V�W�V�����-�X�O�L�H���0�H�Q�]�H�O�¶�V���E�U�R�W�K�H�U�� 
  Deb (adult RSV) 
  Misty (recovering from surgery) 
  PJ ���L�Q���K�R�V�S�L�W�D�O���R�Q���D���U�H�V�S�L�U�D�W�R�U���I�R�U���G�R�X�E�O�H���S�Q�H�X�P�R�Q�L�D�����7�D�L�D���6�X�W�K�H�U�O�D�Q�G�¶�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�� 
  Alexa ( �E�U�H�D�V�W���F�D�Q�F�H�U�����-�D�Q�H�W���+�X�W�F�K�L�Q�V�R�Q�¶�V���F�R�X�V�L�Q�� 
  Lauri Marsh (recovering from ulcer) 
  Ron Pfenning (ongoing treatment for a bladder issue) 
  Family & Friends of Robert Lucht ���0�L�N�H���/�X�F�K�W�¶�V���I�D�W�K�H�U��     

   

  

 

 

 

 

PLEASE NOTE:  Just a reminder that names on the short term prayer list remain there for one month and then, if prayers are still 
needed they are moved to the long term prayer list where they will remain until the end of the current year. 

Richard Laurell 

Ginnette 


